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New partnership to provide First Nations leadership on 
Central Victorian environmental watering 
Djaara (Dja Dja Wurrung People) will provide Indigenous leadership to plan and deliver 
water for the environment on several Central Victorian rivers thanks to a new partnership 
agreement.  

DJAARA, the Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation – representing Dja Dja Wurrung 
People, and the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder (CEWH) have signed a new 
3-year partnership. 

It covers waterways on Djandak (Dja Dja Wurrung Country), Central Victoria, such as the 
Campaspe, Loddon and Coliban rivers.  

Dja Dja Wurrung Group Interim CEO Cassandra Lewis said the agreement would empower 
DJAARA to make decisions for how environmental water is delivered on Djandak, in 
partnership with government water agencies.  

“Since colonisation, Djaara have been excluded from participating in water management – 
which means we’ve been unable to fulfil our cultural obligations to care for water,” Ms 
Lewis said.  

“This agreement provides a baring (pathway) for Djaara to lead decisions about water on 
Djandak. By incorporating Traditional Ecological Knowledge with Western science, we’re 
able to deliver better outcomes for Country, for the benefit of all.” 

Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder Dr Simon Banks said this was the second 
formal agreement established under the CEWH’s First Nations Partnership Program, with 
more on the way. 

“Having these arrangements in place strengthens our relationships with First Nations 
people to provide leadership and direction in environmental watering,” Dr Banks said.  

“This supports our commitment to working with First Nations people to understand how 
we can manage environmental water to care for rivers and waterways. 



 
 

"The partnership agreement supports knowledge held for thousands of years to inform 
environmental watering and for the next generation of First Nations leaders to influence 
our watering decisions."  

More information:  

CEWH’s work with First Nations: https://www.dcceew.gov.au/cewh/community-
partners/working-with-first-nations 

DJAARA Gatjin (water) program: https://djandak.com.au/services/gatjin-water/ 

Ends 

Media contacts: Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water, 
mediateam@dcceew.gov.au; phone: (61 2) 5156 4570. 

DJAARA: Communications Officer Nicola Dunnicliff-Wells, nicola.dunnicliff-
wells@djadjawurrung.com.au; 0427 701 908. 

Dja Dja Wurrung Group Interim CEO Cassandra Lewis 

 

 

 

 

Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder Dr Simon Banks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Downloadable images: https://bit.ly/46nqm7Y 
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